THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

other hand, will enforce an unpopular law
with so much vigor and thoroughness that he
will go beyond the wishes of the legislature or
even those of the people themselves.

It is practically always within the power of a
president or a governor to go to the extreme
in either direction and still to stay within the
limits of the law. If he desires a reelection,
he is likely to enforce the laws so as to please
the majority of the people upon whom he is
dependent. If they wish a vigorous prosecu-
tion of the law, he will secure it. If they are
indifferent, he will carry out conscientiously
his own views. If they are hostile, the law
will lapse. This is so well understood that
people generally assume that the President will
be much more independent in the enforcement
of law during the second term when he does not
hope for a reelection than during the first.
Probably Presidents are often misjudged in
this regard; and usually the influence of am-
bition, if felt at all, is to be noted rather in the
nature of the recommendations which the
President makes to Congress than in the direct

[155]